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OUR COVER 


PURSER HEWITT, state chairman of the 
Mississippi Library Week Committee 
pauses long enough in his busy day t 
pose with four members of his committee 
who are also very busy men. Standing from 
left to right are Claude Bruton, 
Hewitt, and Hansford King. Seated left to 
right are A. Boyd Campbell and George 
Lemon Sugg. (Clarion --Ledger photo by 
Patrick.) 
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THE DAY MISSISSIPPI DECIDED 
TO WAKE UP AND READ ~ 

















***We have never read better ad copy than the incomparable series run for NLW by 
MacMillan Company. We wanted to flatter them and we have done so in the sincerest form— 
by imitation. Thank you, MacMillan, for the series and for the idea. (Lura G. Currier) 


AN ABIDING FAITH in the “ameliorative power of books” was the leavening agent in 


the ground swell that occurred from Iuka to Bay St. Louis, from Lake Cormorani 
to Pascagoula. 


A STATE CHAIRMAN with exactly what it took in ability, respect, position and interest 


provided the focal point for statewide leadership and activity. Local chairmen of 
equal rank in each community brought the idea of reading into the spotlight of 
active concern. 


MISSISSIPPI’S “BEST SELLERS” comprised the State Committee—best sellers of the 


best things that go to make up the best kind of community. A living embodiment 
of the theory that “if you want to get anything done, ask a busy person” these 
leaders of business, industry, religion, education, and civic affairs tightened up on 
their busy, vigorous schedules to make room for use of their wide and effective 
contacts throughout the state in behalf of reading. One committee member, when 
thanked for his work with the committee, expressed it this way: “I was proud to 
be found in such distinguished company.” And so were libraries. 


GENEROUS AND INFORMATION-CONSCIOUS PRESS, TELEVISION AND RADIO 


services gave yards and yards of type with elaborate front page spreads, spot 
announcements, and special programs centered around Mississippians and what 
they are reading and around Mississippi’s libraries and what they have to read. A 
real friend of libraries spared no trouble or cost to produce a “Made in Mississippi” 
short film for television use and for the very first time bookmobiles from our own 
libraries rolled across the screen and thousands of viewers saw libraries and librarians 
at work. 


WOMEN’S CLUBS visited libraries, poured tea, welcomed guests, listened to reviews- 


and read books! Critical eyes examined libraries and said: “We must have a better 
book collection, get some more help for the library staff, make this library look 
better.” 


THE IMMEDIATE COMPANIONSHIP OF MORNING COFFEE pointed the way to 


the future companionship of books as busy people paused to re-examine the hold- 
ings of their public libraries. Indeed, for many citizens, it was their first examina- 
tion. A veritable chorus went up: “I never knew this library had books like this 
in it” or “You know, this is the first time I have ever been in our library.” 
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ENTIRE SERVICE CLUBS adjourned from their luncheon or dinner tables to continue 
their program meetings in their libraries. There the business leaders were able to 
inventory firsthand their investment in their libraries. Wise and alert librarians took 
these opportunities to point out needed investments that have not been made. 
Scores of service clubs who could not come to their libraries had their libraries 
taken to them. Completely unorthodox circulation procedures sent many a club 
member back to his office with a book under his arm. 


BRIGHT YELLOW SCHOOL BUSSES were familiar sights in front of the public libraries 
throughout the state as librarians and teachers joined together to emphasize that 
education is a never-ending process that must go on inside and outside the walls 
of the classroom. Boys and girls thrilled to the new books found on every shelf; 
and sometimes, Mom and Dad came with them to “share the treasure.” 


FOR SEVERAL COMMUNITIES the slogan “Wake Up and Read” had particular 
significance as they celebrated NLW by opening new library buildings. Colleges 
dedicated new buildings or rededicated their libraries. 


SOME TOWNS AND COUNTIES, asleep insofar as library service is concerned since 
1817, really woke up to read as they initiated public library service for the very 
first time. 


PART OF THE CAST LITERALLY FELL ASLEEP that Mississippi might wake up and 
read. Devoted, capable and hard-working clerical staffs of the Meridian Public 
Library and the Library Commission went far beyond the area of their assign- 
ments and beyond the expectations of their pay envelopes to provide the State 
Committee members at the front with ammunition from the rear. Never too 
weary to try one more of the ideas of all kinds that came pouring in from the 
alert and imaginative minds of the state and local committees, these willing and 
cheerful workers beat their typewriters and ground their reproduction machines to 
produce streams of correspondence, mountains of mailings, and acres of placards 
and signs. 


A PROMINENT MISSISSIPPIAN WHO IS A NATIONAL FIGURE and past president 
of the U. S. Chamber of Commerce left us—and National Library Week—with a 
ringing challenge for the future: “With the alarming awareness of our lag in vital 
areas of scientific development, we have been shocked into an appraisal of our 
efforts in self-improvement, so necessary to a free economy and a democratic 
society. The importance of this self-appraisal has been accentuated by the con- 
tinuing evidences of an economic sag all along the line. In such times and 
circumstances the sources of economic data and intelligence receive the attention 
that they so well deserve on a continuing basis. Thus it is that the designation 
of March 16-22 as National Library Week has a special significance to serious- 
minded people who appreciate the value of books and who recognize the incalcu- 
lable commercial asset of correct reading habits. 











AFTER NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK-WHAT? 
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WHO HELPED PROMOTE 








NATIONAL BOOK 
COMMITTEE 





NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK 





AMERICAN LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 





Chairman—Gilbert 
Chapman, President 
Yale & Towne Mfg. Co. 











Chairman—Mrs. Lucille 
Morsch, President ALA 




















MISSISSIPPI COMMITTEE FOR 
NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK 
Chairman—Purser Hewitt, Jackson 

Fred A. Anderson, Jr., Gloster 
Carl Bruton, Jackson 

A. Boyd Campbell, Jackson 
George C. Cortright, Rolling Fork 
Dorothy Dickins, State College 
Mrs. Walter Dilworth, Rienzi 

H. E. Finger, Jr., Jackson 
Donald J. Grey, Laurel 

John Holland, Vicksburg 
Hansford King, Jackson 

Robert M. May, Clarksdale 

Mrs. Coleene McCollum, West Point 
Mrs. Lewis Nobles, University 
George Lemon Sugg, Jackson 
Kirby Walker, Jackson 

Mrs. Gordon White, Bailey 

D. D. Williams, Natchez 

J. D. Williams, University 

J. D. Wise, Hazlehurst 

Mrs. H. D. Worthy, University 


Secretary—Mrs. Kay Cooley, Jackson 





MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY 

ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE ON 

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK 

Chairman—Jeanne Broach, Meridian 
Public Library, Meridian 

Mrs. Lura Currier, Mississippi 
Library Commission, Jackson 

Alice Hamer, State Department of 
Education, Jackson 

Hallic Eggleston, University of 
Mississippi, University 

Mary Love, Jackson Elementary 
Schools, Jackson 

Lucile Miller, Tombigbee Regional 
Library, West Point 
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INTRODUCING THE NEW OFFICERS 


Mary Jo Magee 
(Mrs. T. J. Magee, Jr.) 
of Hattiesburg is vice- 
president of MLA for 
1958-60. 

A graduate of 
Tech in 
Ruston and of Pea- 

Mary Jo Magee body Library School, 
Mary Jo has been at Mississippi Southern 
since the summer of 1946. She is at present 


Louisiana 


assistant librarian and an assistant pro- 
fessor of library science at Southern. 

If any pinch-hitting is necessary in MLA’s 
presidential activities, Mary Jo is just the 
one who can fill the bill. Her fresh approach 
will make her a valuable officer. 





MLA’s council 
representative to ALA 
exactly need 
an introduction to the 
Association. She is 
Mary Love of Jack- 
son, who served as 

paw. president of the As- 
Mary Love 
and 1957. 


An outstanding school librarian in Jack- 


doesn’t 


sociation for 1956 


son, Mary is also interested in the total 
library program in Mississippi. She is a 
native of Attala County and a graduate of 
Louisiana State University Library School. 

Mississippi's interests will be well taken 
care of at ALA. 








Jeanne D. Broach 


MLA’s new president, Jeanne D. Broach 
of Meridian, directs the Meridian-Neshoba 
Library Serivce, from its headquarters in 
Meridian Public Library, where she has 
been librarian for the past 10 years. 

She is a graduate of Louisiana State 
University Library School and a former 
English teacher. 

Jeanne’s most recent “headliner” has been 
the chairmanship of the National Library 
Week program in Mississippi. 

With her vital interest in the Association 
and all its activities and her untiring energy, 
things are just bound to happen in Mis- 
sissippi's library program for the next two 
years. 





The secretary of 
MLA is a _ repeater. 
Sounds bad but it 
isn’t. Being the As- 
sociation secretary is 
not new to Nellie 
Ford Smith, since she 
has already served in 

Nellie Ford Smith that office and is only 
continuing along the same line. 

Nellie Ford is associate libarian and an 
assistant professor of library science at Mis- 
sissippi College in Clinton. A native of 
Kosciusko, she is a graduate of MSCW 
and of Louisiana State University Library 
School. Before coming to Mississippi Col- 
lege four years ago, she was high school 
librarian in Kosciusko. 
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Alan G. Skelton has 
been given the job of 
managing Association 
finances for the next 
two years. You may 
i% be sure that it will 

Alan G. Skelton be efficiently. 

A native of Arkansas, Alan grew up in 
Oklahoma. His library training was received 
at the University of Oklahoma. He has been 
a school librarian in Texas, librarian of the 
Geology Library at Oklahoma U., librarian 
and research Assistant, Mid Continent Oil 
and Gas Association of Tulsa. Since 1947, 
he has been the head of the Research 
Center Library of the U. S. Army Engineer 
Waterways Experiment Station in Vicks- 
burg. a 





done 





















JEANNE BROACH 


With the beginning of a new year, your 
new Executive Board sends you greetings 
and its pledge to work just as hard as it 
possibly can for the welfare of the Missis- 
sippi Library Association and for all the 
libraries in Mississippi. We also want to 
thank the retiring members of the Executive 
Board: Anona Jenkins who was ALA council 
member and Sybil Hanna who served as 
treasurer, for their work on the board and 
for the Association. It meant a great deal 
to us and I’m sure all the members join 
us in thanking them for you. 

The news from the Executive Board—the 
big news, that is—you have probably heard. 
Next fall’s convention will be in Natchez, 
October 29-November 1. The Executive 
Board has decided that the success of the 
convention last year was great enough to 
indicate that people enjoy moving about 
the state. Since there are four main sections 
of the state besides the central part, we 
feel that a recommendation is in order to 
the next Executive Board that they con- 
sider having the meeting in different parts 
of the state, too. Last year we were in 
the northwest; this year we will be in the 
southwest. In 1959, for the sake of people 
who find it easy to get to the central part 
of the state, we will go to Jackson. After 
that ,another board will have to make the 
decisions. We hope that they will take the 
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meetings to other parts of the state. Only 
preliminary plans have been made so far 
for the convention next fall, so that news 
will have to come later. There will be an 
opportunity for making tours of the homes 
in Natchez though. 

The first National Library Week has just 
been finished. Of course, no one who has 
worked on Library Week can think of it 
as lasting just seven days, because as Lura 
Currier has so fittingly told everyone, “Every 
week is Library Week in Mississippi.” We 
have been very fortunate this year in hav- 
ing some outstanding civic-minded citizens 
of Mississippi take an interest in Library 
Week and pass their interest on to others. 
The membership of our citizens committees 
in Mississippi for National Library Week 
has been gratifying to all of us because 
we feel that it shows that people of varied 
interests throughout the state are all in- 
terested in the development of our libraries. 
We are delighted that so many have been 
willing to say so openly and to ask others 
to help with this celebration. To all of our 
committee members we want to say: “Thank 
you for the libraries and the librarians of 
the state.” Elsewhere in this issue is an 
account of some of the activities which went 
on and some of the publicity which we had 
for National Library Week here in Mis- 
sissippi. 
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The big news from the Association as 
a whole is the fact that applications have 
actually been received for the granting of 
our first scholarship. Dan Kelly and his 
committee are now studying applications 
received and will make their recommenda- 
tions to the Executive Board at its next 
meeting. At that time the person who will 
receive the first scholarship from the Mis- 
sissippi Library Association will be chosen 
and the scholarship will be awarded before 
the end of this school year. Isn’t that excit- 
ing? For years we have talked about it; 
this year it is actually happening. We think 
that the scholaship committee and the con- 
tributors to the scholarship fund should be 
congratulated on bringing the scholarship 
to fruition. Contributions were received 
from many people at the convention, as you 
remember, who were not identified and 
others came from various parts of the state. 
Some of them are very generous ones. Even 
one of our exhibitors sent a check for the 
scholarship fund, and we do want you to 
know that the members of the association 
and the scholarship committee are exceed- 
ingly grateful for this cooperation. You will 
see an announcement of the awarding of 
the scholarship and we will introduce the 
person who gets it in the next issue of 
Mississippi Library News. By the way, it 
is for $300 this year. Possibly another year 
we can have a larger one. 
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WHOLESALE BOOKSELLERS 


THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 


740 St. Charles Street 


New Orleans 12, Louisiana 


One of the great problems of running 
any organization, particularly a small one, 
is financial. As you know, the work that 
your Mississippi Library Association can do 
is limited by the funds available to it. The 
work of committees suffers particularly 
when the funds are not large enough to 
meet expenses for programs they would like 
to undertake. There. are several commit- 
tees in our Mississippi Library Association 
which would be exceedingly active and 
which have ideas and plans waiting to be 
carried out but no funds are available to 
finance them. As you know, the only funds 
which our Association has are its dues, 
since the income from the convention barely 
pays for the convention itself. We feel that 
many people are simply careless about send- 
ing their dues and that often they simply 
forget to pay them. For those people this 
is just a reminder. Be sure to get your 1958 
dues in to Alan Skelton, Research Center 
Library, U. S. Army Engineer Waterways 
Experiment Station, Vicksburg — $2.00 for 
individuals and $2.50 for institutions. Sup- 
porting your Association is the best way 
we know to help build a real feeling of 
cooperation among all the people who are 
interested in library development in the 
state. It’s your Association and the work 
that it does is dependent upon you. 
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MLA’S TREASURER REPORTS Ca: 
(Note: This is the official financial report of Miss Sybil Hanna, MLA’s 1957 treasurer. 
TREASURER’S REPORT: October 15, 1956—October 15, 1957 
CASH ON HAND, October 15, 1956 548.32 548.32 
Cash received: 1956 dues 60.00 
1957 dues 687.10 
1955 convention exhibits 72.00 Tot 
1956 convention exhibits 615.00 Cas 
1957 convention exhibits 288.00 
1956 convention registration desk 758.60 
Refund, president’s convention expenses 5.40 
2486.10 a 
Total cash on hand and received 3034.42 
Cash Disbursed: 
Postage ; 59.20 
Addressograph 100.00 
Stationery 84.72 
Mississippi Library News 400.00 
Sept. 22, 1956 Ex. Board Meeting 30.14 
March 11, 1957 Ex. Board Meeting 48.32 Bal 
April, 1957 Ex. Board Meeting 96.60 
February, 1957 Ex. Board Meeting 29.24 
Sept. 21, 1957 Ex. Board Meeting 48.58 
ALA Midwinter Council Representative 100.00 
ALA Midwinter President 134.31 
Telephone 24.80 
Dues Refunds 4.00 — 
Secretarial Work 3.75 
ALA Pres. Kansas City, Mo. 115.00 
Special Library Section 3.32 
Library Book Committee 5.00 
1956 Convention 
Hotel Edwards 691.15 
Board Members expense 62.71 
College section 2.44 
Publicity committee 4.34 
Exhibits committee 6.68 
Recruitment committee 13.63 
Registration committee 1.10 
Programs 50.40 
Flowers and _ gifts 21.16 
Photographs 38.42 
Bus Tour 17.50 
Music 20.00 
Guests 98.65 
Miss. Library Commission 72.95 
Total 1101.13 
Bank Charges 7.12 
Checks returned (I. S. F.) 18.00 
Total 2413.23 2413.23 
Cash on hand October 25, 1957 621.19 
Outstanding Check 2.00 
Balance at the bank 621.19 623.19 _ 
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Balance on Hand October 25, 1957 621.19 621.19 
Cash received: 1957 convention exhibitors 301.00 
r. 1957 registration desk 844.30 
Scholarship Fund 236.75 
1382.05 
Total cash received and on hand 2003.24 
Cash disbursed: 
1957 convention expenses 1261.27 
Scholarship fund 259.75 
Telephone 22.92 
1956 convention luncheon refund 7.50 
12 Postage 12.84 
Minute book 11.08 
Nov. Ex. Board Meeting 11.87 
Bank charges ae 
1588.00 1588.00 
Balance on hand Dec. 19, 1957 415.24 
Outstanding checks 11.00 
Bank balance 426.24 








MISSISSIPPI FILMSTRIPS, Inc. 


PEARL V. GUYTON, President 
Box 165, Natchez, Mississippi 


PRESENTS 
EDUCATIONAL COLORED FILMSTRIPS 
5 Sets of Colored Educational Filmstrips of 53 frames each, entitled: 
“Progress In Mississippi” 


Booklet of 10 pages containing “Suggestions To Teachers,” if complete 
5 filmstrips are bought. The only filmstrips available on Mississippi. 
Grades 4-12. Adapted to eight subjects. F 


No. 1 Jackson, The Capital City 

No. 2 The Delta Country Where Cotton is Ki 

No. 3. Gulf Coast, Playground of Mississippi, — the Piney Woods 
No. 4 Historic Natchez — Vicksburg Area 

No. 5 Forestry, Grain and Livestock in Mississippi 


Cost: $6.00 per filmstrip or $30.00 for complete 5 filmstrips. 

Cash, or payment within 30 days — if requisition duly signed. 
j Filmstrip produced by: PEARL V. GUYTON, Aided by Color Filmstrip Experts 
19 P. O. Box 165, Natchez, Mississippi 
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LURA CURRIER 


“YOU ARE INVITED .. .” 

The gay whirl of “the season” in New- 
port and New Orleans has nothing on this 
winter's library activities. Few debutantes 
have been any busier than the persons at- 
tempting to make all of the coming out 
parties for Mississippi's new libraries. 

One of the employees of the Library 
Commission, who has joined the staff since 
January first, asked this question: “Do we 
just go to parties all of the time?” The 
“old hands” restrained themselves in their 
replies, believing it would be better to let 
her experience first-hand the long hot sum- 
mer of campaigning and the busy autumn 
of painting, building, processing, weeding, 
hauling and moving that go to make the 
gay formal opening of a bright new library. 

This is a hard article to write. And in 
its very difficulty lies its strength. As she 
reviews all of these occasions and realizes 
that journalism demands names, the Di- 
rector is stumped. Happily, MLN does not 
contain enough pages to include all of the 
people whose efforts combined to bring 
about these new libraries. So widespread 
has been the interest and so extensive has 
been the work that no one can say, “It 
was this person or that person or this group 
or that group who was responsible for this 
library.” Nowhere are there more exciting 
examples of democracy in action than in the 
advent of Mississippi's new public libraries. 

Mrs. Brevik Schimmel of Rolling Fork 
put it about as succinctly as anyone could 


when she said, in reviewing all of the 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE DIRECTOR 


exciting events that combined to bring lib- 
rary service to Sharkey County, “Every- 
body was in the right place at the right 
time.” 

Within the restrictions of time, space and 
ability we can never tell MLN readers the 
persors whe were in the right place; nor 
can we even tell what was the right time. 
Conceivably it was many people who long, 
long ago sowed seeds that are just now 
being harvested; likewise, it may have 
happened long, long ago at another time 
that none can now remember. The best 
we can dc is to share with all MLN read- 
ers some of the pleasure and excitement 
of the place. 

New Albany. Union County’s beautiful 
new library building is by far the most 
impressive and extensive of the new lib- 
raries. The building itself was erected by 
the county through the Board of Super- 
visors; the furnishings were paid for by 
public subscription. Conveniently located on 
the courthouse square in the heart of town, 
this beautiful building climaxes years of 
hopes, dreams and hard work on the part 
of many library-minded Union County of- 
ficials and citizens but especially can it be 
attributed to the ingenuity, 
and service rendered by Mrs. W. F. Smith, 


imagination, 


Union County Librarian, whose skill and 
work have been the nerve center of library 
service in Union County for many years 
Subsequent issues of MLN will carry com- 
plete details and photographs of the new 
Union County Library. 
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Moss Point. When Moss Point moved its 
city officials into an elegant new city hall 
it gave the old city hall quarters to the 
library which had been cramped for years 
into space hardly larger than a clothes 
closet and not much more effective for 
giving good library service. Even the people 
who had formerly occupied the old build- 
ing did not recognize it when the enter- 
prising library Board of Trustees, volunteers 
from the community at large, and the field 
staff of the 


through making a library out of it. It lent 


Library Commission got 


itself unusually well to library purposes and 
now Moss Point is primed for its next step 
toward having a library program adequate 
for one of the state’s fastest growing cities— 
better financial support. Spearheading this 
long, hard drive toward sufficient library 
support is the Board of Trustees consisting 
of Miss Alice Colmer, chairman; Mrs. A. 
W. Head; Mrs. A. R. Reynolds; Mrs. Karl 
Horn; and Frank Spann, Jr. 

One of the leading spirits for library ser- 
vice throughout Jackson County as well as 
in Moss Point has been Mrs. R. C. Eley 
who recently asked city officials to relieve 
her from her years of work in this cause. 
Reluctantly, the Aldermen accepted her 
resignation with statements of appreciation 
for her service. To these expressions the 
Mississippi Library Association and the 
Mississippi Library Commission would like 
to add theirs. 

McComb. The McComb Library Associa- 
tion took a long step forward toward 
adequate library service for that progressive 
city when they were able to move into 
new downstairs, downtown library quarters. 
Formal dedication ceremonies performed on 
Sunday, March 16 when Judge Hewitt, 
whose name has been synonymous with 
library service in McComb more than three 
decades, presided. The most encouraging 
report of the meeting was the assertions 
by members of the Board of Supervisors 
and of the City Council that each of their 
appropriating bodies was prepared to give 
more financial support for library service 


MARCH, 1958 


in the future. The Pike County Chapter 
of AAUW, as well as the crusading 
ENTERPRISE JOURNAL, have been work- 
ing for better library service for all of the 
citizens of Pike County. The new look of 
the McComb Library could be the point 
of departure for a countywide public lib- 
rary program. 

Rolling Fork. From a casual telephone 
call to the Commission office on July 30, 
1957 to the formal opening of a new lib- 
rary on January 18, 1958 represents the 
epitome of community and state coopera- 
tion. That is how it happend in Rolling 
Fork. A part of the MEC Hometown De- 
velopment Program, the library at Rolling 
Fork is open to all residents of Sharkey 
and Issaquena counties with citizens from 
towns other than Rolling Fork having made 
contributions of money and labor to get 
the program underway in record time. On 
opening day there was not even standing 
room in the library. The school band played, 
lending a festive air to the occasion. Gifts 
both useful and beautiful added to the 
attractiveness of the library which the Com- 
mission, through funds from the Library 
Services Act, had been able to stock with 
a brand new book collection. The town of 
Rolling Fork has provided funds from a 
half mill tax. For a beginning the personnel 
problem has been settled through service 
given by 14 volunteer librarians, one of 
them even living in a neighboring county. 
They have taken their unpaid work so 
seriously that every one of them has been 
present for both training sessions conducted 
by the field staff of the Library Commission. 

It must be some sort of world’s record 
for trustees to attend a state library as- 
sociation meeting before they even have a 
library. Yet this is exactly what happened 
at Clarksdale when four of the five Rolling 
Fork trustees appeared at MLA three 
months before their library was in existence. 
With that spirit it is no surprise to anyone 
that the new library there is making in- 
roads into the entire community. 

(Next Page) 
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(From Page 13) 


Brooksville. 


said: “We do not want our children to 


Parents of young children 


grow up in a community without a lib- 
rary.” About that time community interest 
fostered by the Hometown Development 
Program of MEC caused them to put this 
concern into action. One Brooksville citizen 
served on the countywide library board. 
Her interest began to focus closer home. 
Another town in the county proved that 
library service is possible in even the 
smallest town. All of this, plus some very 
serious planning, some very hard physical 
work, and some democratic action through 
county officials culminated in the gala open- 
ing of the new library on March 30. The 
Brooksville Library could have been Emer- 
son’s point of reference when he said: “I 
Small 
though it is, it is gay with bright color 
and beautiful cabinet work done by the 
school shop, and stocked with an excellent 
up-to-date book collection. Just when we 
were sure that nothing else could be added 
to make a library opening more enjoyable, 


think no virtue goes with size.” 


Brooksville came up with something else. 
This time it was soft chamber music played 
all during the afternoon. 

One of the Brooksville citizens who had 
worked very hard for the library observed 
that the thing they appreciated most were 
the people from other places who cared 
enough to come to the opening. Appreciated 
particularly was the presence of Mayor 
Henry McGraw of Louisville and two staff 
members from the library at Mississippi 
State College for Women, Miss Beulah 
Culbertson and Miss Virginia C. Robinson. 
As far as Noxubee County was concerned 
it was like Old Home Week with friends 
from Macon and Shuqualak coming to con- 
gratulate Brooksville for making their coun 
ty the only one in the state with new lovely 
branch libraries in all three of its towns. 

Lumberton. No sooner had Lamar Coun- 
ty Board of Supervisors voted to participate 
in the new tri-county cooperative library 
system than citizens in Lumberton went to 
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work on getting their branch library. Led 
by the Lumberton Woman’s Club, they 
soon secured permission from an enthusias- 
tic group of city officials to use a portion 
of the city hall. Formal exercises complete 
with ribbon-cutting were held on February 
5. The occasion was marked by a morning 
coffee for the businessmen and a visit from 
the state president of the Mississippi Fede- 
ration of Women’s Clubs, Mrs. Luther 
Davis of Hattiesburg. 


Lumberton occupies a unique place in 
the history of regional library development 
in Mississippi. Due to funds from the Lib- 
rary Services Act it is the first branch ever 
set up in the state’s developmental program 
which could start out at the very beginning 
with custom built shelving and brand new 
furniture. And one can certainly tell th 
difference! We leave behind us with no 
regrets the long hard years of cast-off furni- 
ture, orange crates and bricks wrapped in 
wall paper. Nor do we sigh with nostalgia 
for their return! 

Sumrall. At the same time. branch ce 
velopment was taking place in Lumberton 
a lovely new library was evolving in Sum- 
rall in the northern tip of Lamar County 
By happy coincidence the city hall was 
getting a complete renovation at the same 
time that the Lions Club and the Sumrull 
Garden Club were looking for a_ suitable 
spot for a new library. Pooling resources 
and energies brought about an_ attractive 
place for library service as well as pleasant 
quarters for transacting the town’s busi- 
ness. 

Opening day on March 7 coincided with 
torrents or early spring rains and the ap 
pearance of the Sumrall girls’ basketball 
team in the championship game of the state 
tournament in Jackson, but in spite of that 
there were many visitors to dedicate the 
new library. The tea table was beauifully 
done by the Sumrall Garden Club. Area- 
wide interest in the newest member of the 
state’s library family was shown by the 
presence of Mrs. Maude Anderson Smith 
of the library staff of Mississippi Southern 
College and Mrs. Iola Magee, director of 
the Lincoln-Lawrence Regional Library 
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Wiggins. When Stone countains decide 
to have a party, they have a big one. The 
opening of the Wiggins Branch Library 
was exactly that. To borrow a phrase from 
the teen-agers, who had such a significant 
part in all of the arrangements, they had 
themselves a ball. From a gay street banner 
stretched across Main Street to a marching 
band complete with twirlers and concert 
there was nothing spared to make the oc- 
casion festive and gay. District Attorney 
Boyce Holleman whose entire public life 
has been marked by an active part in be- 
half of libraries delivered the main address. 
His comments were forceful and timely as 
they emphasized the importance of books 
and reading to help meet the present pro- 
blems facing a democratic society. 

Of particular note was the extensive and 
effective work done by the 45 members 
of the high school Library Assistants’ Club. 
Not in our experience with library develop- 
ment have we seen such an_ energetic, 
active, well-trained group of school assis- 
tants. They made the attractive posters, 
made tags for invitations to the morning 
coffee, invited personally every businessman 
in Wiggins, served tea all afternoon 
graciously and charmingly in lovely after- 
noon frocks, and did much of the footwork 
for the entire affair. The future of library 
service in Wiggins is certainly safe in the 
hands of such young people. Mrs. Viola 
Breland, school librarian, is their leader 
and inspiration according to their un- 
animous reports. 


Vigorous leadership and hard work also 
came from the Home Demonstration Clubs 
Council in Stone County. Believing library 
service to be extremely important to the 
educational aspects of extension work the 
county home agent, Miss Gloria Aultman, 
and her crew of get-things-done women did 
the important behind-the-scenes work of 
preparing the refreshments and tidying up 
the library for the day long celebration. 
No library ever looked any prettier for its 
debut than Wiggins because the Garden 
Gate Club and the Town and Country 
Garden Club had provided the most ex- 
quisite flower arrangements. The planning 
that went into them was appreciated parti- 
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cularly by librarians and book lovers be- 
cause they built them around the books 
themselves lending appropriateness as well 
as beauty to the occasion. 


(To be continued) 


And this is indeed a continued story. The 
very next chapter is already being written 
and even before this gets back from the 
printer it will be happily out-of-date. 

Macon is almost ready for formal un- 
veiling of its so-changed-it’s-new library. 
Nettleton has a new building complete 
with shelving and is eagerly watching each 
freight shipment for its new furniture. 
Pontotoc is working on new building plans. 
Pascagoula has engaged an architect and 
purchased a site for its long, long overdue 
library building. Indianola has broken 
ground for construction of their new build- 
ing. Citizens in Marks are planning definite 
steps to give their quarters a face lifting. 
Purvis is being moved into shiny new 
quarters with enlarged facilities and ser- 
vices under their participation in the Pine 
Forest Library System. In addition to its 
enlarged program through a bi-county set- 
up in the Mid-Mississippi Regional Library, 
Kosciusko has redone its library so com- 
pletely that it amounts to a new building. 
Just as soon as the new furniture arrives 
there will be another debutante brought 
out into the society of smart looking lib- 
raries. Citizens from Flora have come to 
the Library Commission to say: “We want 
a library in our town.” Inquiries have come 
from Franklin, Jasper, Yalobusha and 
Humphreys counties wanting to know how 
they, too, may have library service. 

How long will it be before we can send 
all of our copies of “People Without Books” 
to the archives? 


“The use of books is the fulcrum on 
which all reading depends. If the hundreds 
don’t read books, the millions won't read 
advertising copy.” This thought is from a 
talk made to the Connecticut Library As- 
sociation by Theodore Waller of the Grolier 


Society. 





Scenes From The Coming Out Parties 


A— Mayor Sam Rosenthal prepares to cut the ribbon at the dedication of the Rolling 
Fork Public Library. .B — Mrs. Luther Davis, MFWC State President, visits with Mrs. 
M. J. Eubanks, Lumberton Woman’s Club President, at the library’s formal opening. 
C — Local citizens turned out en masse for Brooksville Public Library’s opening day. 
Behind the tea table is Mrs. |. D. Owings, one of the library’s most active “promoters.” 
D — Student library assistants from the high school preside at the tea table for the formal 
opening of the Stone County Library in Wiggins. 
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Battle Has Been Joined 

Jo Battle has been joined to the Missis- 
sippi Library Commission staff, since 
January 1, 1958, as Supervisor of Field 
Services. 

Jo comes to the Library Commission from 
the Texas State Library, where she was 
library consultant. 

A graduate of the library school at Texas 
State College for Women, Jo Battle was a 
school librarian for nine years. Since enter- 
ing the public library field seven years 
ago, she has been a bookmobile librarian; 
a regional librarian in the only regional 
library in Texas, which she organized; and 
library consultant on the staff of the Texas 
State Library. 

She was a member of the Board of Lib- 
rary Examiners of the State of Texas, Chair- 
man of the Public Libraries Division of the 
Texas Library Association, Chairman of the 
Publicity Committee of TLA, and Chairman 
of the Scholarship Committee for Texas 
of the Southwestern Library Association. 

For her contribution to civic affairs, Jo 
Battle was voted Woman of the Week in 
Hutchinson County, Texas, in 1953. She 
was one of the first women of the county 
to receive this honor. 





HOPE REID 
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In 1957, she assisted in waging a success- 
ful campaign in Hutchinson County for a 
library bond issue. The library was one of 
five civic improvements involved in the 
campaign and the only successful one. 

A brother, L. W. Battle, is a member 
of the household. He is an accomplished 
musician. 





JO BATTLE 


We Have Hope 

We Hope Reid as the newest 
member of the Library Commission staff. 
She has been with us since February 1. 


have 


Hope is a native of Hammond, Louisiana. 
She is a graduate of Louisiana State Uni- 
versity Library School. 

Before coming to the Library Commis- 
sion, she was empioyed at the East Baton 
Rouge Parish Library in Baton Rouge. She 
has also had expeience as an armed ser- 
vices librarian and in college libraries. 

As Head of the Technical Processing De- 
partment at the Commission, Hope will also 
direct that phase of the agency’s work out 
in the state. It is very likely - ~* she will 
be doubling in reference, too. 
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MISSISSIPPI AUTHORS 


Compiled by 
Martha Couty, Chief 
Reference and Acquisitions 


Mississippi Library Commission 


ALLEN, LEROY B. Marse Bob. Vantage, 1957. $3.50 
“A poignant love story in the South stirring uneasily under the winds of social unrest.” 


COOPER, J. WESLEY. Natchez. The Author, 1957. $12:50 
Beautiful photographs in color of Natchez homes. 


DEAL, BORDEN. Dunbar’s Cove. Scribner, 1957. $4.50 
Dramatic novel of a man in conflict with the TVA over losing his land. 
ENGEL, LEHMAN. Planning and producing a musical show. Crown, 1957. $3.00 


The musical director of “Fanny” and other shows tells community theatre groups 
how to solve the problems of producing a musical show. 


FAULKNER, WILLIAM. William Faulkner: New Orleans sketches. Rutgers, 1957. $4.50 
Faulkner's first published professional fiction which he wrote for the Picayune, col- 


lected and with an introduction by Carvel Collins. 


GRAHAM, ALICE WALWORTH. Shield of honor. Doubleday, 1957. $3.95 
A novel of life in 13th century England. 


PAYNE, JOSEPHINE BALFOUR. The leprechaun of Bayou Luce. Hastings, 1957. $2.75 
An amusing fantasy for children about a leprechaun who finds himself in Mississippi, 
and a boy with an adventurous spirit. 


ROBINSON, GEORGE O. (GUS) JR. And what of tomorrow. Comet, 1957. $3.00 
A book on atomic energy by a native of Brandon. 
SINCLAIR, MARY CRAIG. Southern belle. Crown, 1957, $5.00 
The autobiography of a belle of Mississippi who married the crusading Upton Sinclair. 
SUMNER, CID RICKETTS. Traveler in the wilderness. Harper, 1957. $3.50 
An account of the author’s boat trip with a party of strange men down the Green 
and Colorado rivers, at the age of 64. 
SUMNER, CID RICKETTS. A view from the hill. Prentice-Hall, 1957. $2.95 
The successful novelist recalls the goals she set herself, and recommends maturity 
as the happiest time of a woman’s life. 
VINTON, IRIS. Longbow Island. Dodd, 1957. $3.00 
The author of this juvenile book was born in West Point and is the Director of 
Publications for Boys’ Clubs of America. 
WILLIAMS, TENNESSEE. Orpheus descending. New Directions, 1957. $3.75 
“A powerful and somberly beautiful drama,” together with Battle of Angels. 
WRIGHT, RICHARD. White man, listen. Doubleday, 1957. $3.00 
An interpretation of what is happening to the non-white peoples of Asia, Africa and 
the West Indies. 
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GRAND OPENING AT WILLIAM CAREY COLLEGE 


Virginia C. Robinson 


Mississippi State College for Women 


On February 8 at 10:00 a.m. the beauti- 
ful new I. E. Rouse Library at William 
Carey College in Hattiesburg was officially 
dedicated and opened for use. 

On February 13, Mrs. Ruth Duncan, 
the librarian, announced: “Our daily at- 
tendance has doubled, and our circulation 
is up forty per cent”—an eloquent testi- 
monial for the influence of adequate lib- 
rary facilities. 

President J. Ralph Noonkester presided 
at the dedicatoy services which opened in 
the auditorium, Tatum Court, with an organ 
prelude played by Helen T. McWhorter— 
Bach’s “All Praise to Thee, Eternal God.” 
The prelude was followed by the invoca- 
tion of Rev. Clyde C. Bryan, pastor of the 
First Baptist Church, and the scripture read- 
ing by Dr. John E. Barnes, pastor of the 
Main Street Baptist Church. The William 
Carey Choir added to the dignity of the 
occasion by singing three sacred choruses. 

Mr. Purser Hewitt, chairman of the col- 
lege’s Board of Trustees, spoke on the his- 
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I. E. ROUSE LIBRARY AT WILLIAM CAREY COLLEGE 





veg = — 


tory of the I. E. Rouse Library. The dedica- 
tory address was brought by Dr. A. F. 
Kuhlman of the Joint University Libraries, 
Nashville, Tennessee, who was library con- 
sultant for the building. 

After a prayer of dedication by President 
Noonkester and the presentation of the keys 
to the building, Dr. Chester Quarles, 
executive secretary of the Mississippi Bap- 
tist Convention, pronounced the benediction 
and the audience adjourned to inspect the 
new building. 

Dr. Irving Eidridge Rouse, in whose 
honor the I. E. Rouse Library was dedicated 
and named, served as president and busi- 
ness manager of William Carey College 
from 1946 to 1956, during the crucial 
period when it was being reorganized and 
made coeducational after being closed for 
five years. “He lifted the college out of its 
long sleep into a new and vital role in the 
education of Mississippi youth,” to quote 
from the dedicatory pronouncement. 


(Next Page) 
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WILLIAM CAREY COLLEGE'S New I. E. Rouse Library is a modern, well-lighted, 


one-room arrangement. 


(From Page 19) 

The $150,000 air-conditioned brick build- 
ing contains a total of 13,000 square feet, 
11,740 for the library exclusively and 2,500 
devoted to three classrooms and mechanical 
facilities. 

Attractive features are the acoustical ceil- 
ing,. vinyl plastic flooring, new natural birch 
furniture, and the unusually well-lighted 
reading area around the outside of the 
stack space. 

The plan is based on one spacious room, 
with the stack area of 29,100 capacity divid- 
ing it into two reading sections. There are 
19 carrels, and a total seating capacity of 
238 students. The offices of the librarian 
and the secretary are laid out so that either 
or both can control almost any part of the 
building. Adjacent to the offices is the work- 
room, 550 square feet in size, with shelv- 
ing and sink built into a recess that may be 
shut off with sliding doors. 


Alumni and friends have shown their 
interest in the I. E. Rouse Library by sub- 
stantial gifts in the form of memorials, 
private libraries, and money. Some recent 
donors are: Mrs. Clifton J. Allen, Mrs. 
Levert Batson, Dr. Judson Chastain, Ray- 
mond W. Fox, Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Hagen- 
son, Mrs. Cecil Jones, Jewish Chautauqua 
Society, Mrs. Cecil McLeod, D. G. Ross, 
Dr. S. E. Tull, United Steel Grant, and Dr. 
David Yang. 

William Carey College, the Mississippi 
Baptist Convention, Dr. Irving Eldridge 
Rouse, and Mrs. Ruth Duncan, Librarian, 
have the sincere congratulations of Missis- 
sippi librarians and educators on the com- 
pletion of another excellent Mississippi col- 
lege library project, a link in the important 
building program now in progress in the 
state. 
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GUYTON LIBRARY AT 
BLUE MOUNTAIN COLLEGE 


*Betty Galbreath 


These days at Blue Mountain College 
when someone is looking for a student, that 
student is usually “over at the library.” For 
the college’s beautiful, modern, $90,000 
library building, in use since early Novem- 
ber, is fast becoming the favorite study 
environment for many on the campus. 

Blue Mountain students take a_ special 
pride in the Guyton Library, named for 
David E. and Corinne Rogers Guyton. In 
late October, classes were dismissed for a 
day, and the girls, together with members 
of the faculty, formed an assembly line. By 
this means, approximately 20,000 volumes 
were moved from the old library building 
and placed in good order on shelves in 
the new building between 8:00 a.m. and 
4:00 p.m. Many students have expressed 
the opinion that the library seems more like 
“theirs” because they had a part in the job 
of getting it ready for use. 

The new library affords much larger, 
better-lighted reading areas than were 
formerly available. A reference reading 
room, a reserve reading area, and two 
periodical rooms offer inviting study. An 
attractive faculty lounge gives members of 
the college staff a private reading and con- 
ference room. 

Well pleased with the new building also 
are Mrs. Florence F. Taylor, the college 
librarian, and the 16 student staff members. 
Two attractive offices, a large workroom, 
and considerable basement space are theirs 
to work in. There is also a library science 
classroom in the building. 

Blue Mountain students and faculty alike 
agree that Guyton Library is not just an 
attractive building which adds to the looks 
of the campus. It is inviting and pleasant, 
functional and convenient as well. It is a 
building to be used—and an increasing circu- 
lation total shows that more and more stu- 
dents are using it every day. 


*Betty Galbreath is a senior and four- 
year student library assistant. 
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DIVISIONAL PLAN AT MILLSAPS 
EVALUATED 


Bethany C. Swearingen, Librarian 
Millsaps-Wilson Library 


The arrangement of books in the Millsaps- 
Wilson Library is according to the three 
divisions of instruction in the college—the 
Social Sciences, the Natural Sciences and 
the Humanities. After three years’ ex- 
perience with such an arrangement we con- 
sider it very satisfactory indeed. There is 
a reading room in each division, with stack 
area adjoining so that all types of subject 
material in the division—encyclopedias and 
other reference works, current and bound 
periodicals, and books that circulate—are 
shelved rather compactly together in a 
relatively small section of the library. 

Once a student understands the arrange- 
ment, he finds it easy to use, convenient, 
and in some cases eye-opening because of 
the discoveries he can make on his own in 
the open stacks. Upper classmen especially 
find this scheme to their advantage. And 
beginners are no more puzzled by it than by 
any other. During orientation, an explana- 
tion of the library plan is made to new 
students. Beside the catalogs are floor plans 
and charts showing where books are located 
by room and number, and in the handbook 
there is additional information on the sub- 
ject. Nevertheless, the librarians still have 
to answer rather frequently such questions 
as “Where are the 600's?” 

We believe a divisional plan such as ours 
could be made exceedingly effective in 
college instruction with a library staff large 
enough to provide adequate assistance in 
subject fields and proper supervision of 
the reading rooms. As it is at Millsaps 
College we still think it is an improvement 
over the former system. 


Mississippi Library Association dues time! 
Send your $2.00 to Alan Skelton, Research 
Center Library, U. S. Army Engineer Water- 
ways Experiment Station, Vicksburg. 
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ROBERTS MEMORIAL LIBRARY at Delta State College is a popular place on 
the campus. This view of the circulation lobby suggests that “business is good.” 





Have you seen the two-page spread on reading and libraries in the Sears spring 
general catalog? It is devoted to lives of great Americans. Copies of the spring catalog 
reprint may be had without charge by writing directly to: Publications Section, Dept. 
703, Sears, Roebuck & Company, 925 South Homan Avenue, Chicago 7, Illinois. 








The Scholarship Committee of MLA will have a report on the status quo of the 
scholarship fund in the June issue of MLN. By that time, it will have been determined 
who is to get the first scholarship grant. 
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ACCENT ON YOUTH 


Mississippi librarians who attended the 
regional workshop on Library Service for 
Young Adults in Baton Rouge February 
23-28 are saying that it was all they were 
hoping for and then some. And 20 Missis- 
sippi librarians can’t be wrong! 

This workshop designed for librarians in- 
terested in developing services for young 
people in public libraries was co-sponsored 
by the ALA Library Education Division 
and the Louisiana State University Library 
School, with the cooperation of the Louisi- 
ana State Library and the ALA Young 
Adult Services Division. It was held in the 


Adult Education Center at Louisiana State 
University. 


The director of the workshop, Ray M. 
Fry, Librarian of the Rosenberg Public 
Library in Galveston, Texas, was formerly 
Director of the Young Adult Services of 
the Dallas Public Library and also Young 
People’s Librarian at Enoch Pratt Free 
Library in Baltimore. Brooklyn Public Lib- 
rarys Coordinator of Work with Young 
Adults, Grace Slocum, assisted the director. 


Such topics as understanding the young 
adult, building the book collection, starting 
or expanding the special service, and guid- 
ing and promoting reading among young 
people were treated at special sessions. 


These Mississippians participated in the 
Young Adult Workshop: 


Marian Joyce Sowell, Northeast Regional 
Library, Corinth; Bettie Galyean, Northeast 
Regional Library, Corinth; Sara D. Dick- 
son, Tallahatchie County Library, Charles- 
ton; Elizabeth Jones, Grenada County Lib- 
rary, Grenada; Louise B. Meek, Grenada 
County Library, Grenada; Jean Street, 
Greenwood-Leflore Public Library, Green- 
wood; Mrs. Ellis Williams, Greenwood- 
Leflore Public Library, Greenwood; Mrs. 
John Neill, Greenwood-Leflore Public Lib- 
rary, Greenwood; Shirley Murphy, Gulfport 
Carnegie-Harrison County Library, Gulf- 
port; Kathleen Alford, Meridian Public Lib- 
rary, Meridian; Mrs. John Crampton, Meri- 
dian Public Library, Meridian; Iola Magee, 
Lincoln-Lawrence Regional Library, Brook- 
haven; Pauline Vaughn, Lincoln-Lawrence 
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Regional Library, Brookhaven; Jane Ram- 
sey, Capital Area Regional Library, Ray- 
mond; Mrs. Chris Moore, William 
Alexander Percy Memorial Library, Green- 
ville; Mary Alice Hatchett, Carnegie Public 
Library, Clarksdale; Mary Storer Jones, 
Mid-Mississippi Regional Library, Koscius- 
ko; Elizabeth Grashot, Hattiesburg Public 
Library, Hattiesburg; Georgie MclIntyre, 
Holmes County Library, Durant; Mary 
Sherard, Vicksburg Public Library, Vicks- 
burg. 

The Library Commission provided finan- 
cial assistance to those who requested it 
as part of its in-service training program 
made possible by funds received from the 
Library Services Act. 

As Elizabeth Jones summed it up; “I am 
sure you could feel the vim and vigor from 
the meeting at LSU. It was a grand success 
and we thoroughly enjoyed it as well as 
learned a lot.” 





We are pleased to announce 


the appointment of 


CARROLL S. EDGAR 


2703 Forsythe 
Monroe, Louisiana 
as our representative for 


Mississippi. 





%p GAYLORD BROS., INC. 


Library Supplies 
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“By a peculiar coincidence,” says Lib- 
rarian Elenora Gralow, “the Natchez Lib- 
rary and Reading Room Association, from 
which the Fisk Public Library was evolved, 
was founded March 16, 1883 which makes 
the library movement in Natchez 75 years 
old the first day of National Library Week.” 


The Daily Democrat for March 18, 1883, 
makes this report on the organizational 
meeeting of the Association: 

“The Natchez Library Association held a 
meeting on Friday evening last March 16 
for the purpose of organization. The mem- 
bers sanguine of the 
success of this enterprise, and entered upon 
the business of the evening with a good 


deal of 


“The following officers of the Associa- 
tion were chosen: Judge Jos. D. Shields, 
president; Mr. John W. 
president; Mr. J. E. 


secretary 


present were very 


enthusiasm. 


Henderson, vice- 
Gibbs, treasurer and 


“A committee consisting of Messrs. T. F. 
Hammett, John W. Henderson, W. A. 
Gunning, J. E. Gibbs, and Dr. G. W. Ram- 
bert, was appointed, to canvass for sub- 
scriptions and memberships. 


“It was resolved that ladies be admitted 
to membership and be invited to join the 
Association, and it is earnestly hoped that 
many will avail themselves of the advant- 
of the 


ages organization. 


“Now that an oganization has been ef- 
fected, of an association from which there 
is a promise of so much of good to the 
community, we think the citizens of Natchez 
will be disposed to encourage the effort 
that is being made to secure what the city 
so much needs, a library from which those 
who are fond of reading, yet are unable to 
valuable may be supplied 
reading matter. The reading rooms, 
too, will furnish a place of resort for young 


procure books, 


with 


men, and old ones too, who might otherwise 
find 


amusement in objectionable _ places. 
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Fisk Diamond Jubilee 


The cost of membership will be but a trifle, 
and if any citizen who recognizes the bene- 
fits of such an institution would take a 
membership and make contributions of 
money and of books as they can afford, 
the immense benefits to the community 
would soon be apparent. Let the good work 
of this association be encouraged.” 


Later on, the name of the library was 
changed to Fisk Memorial Library. 

During WPA days a library was started 
to give service to county residents. The 
WPA library became a part of the Fisk 
Library. The name was changed to Fisk 
Public Library in 1943, with the avowed 
intention of giving free public library ser- 
vice to the city and the county. 


An interesting sidelight on this story is 
that the library is named for Alvarez Fisk, 
who although a Yankee fom Massachusetts, 
provided the first free public school for 
white children, and thus started the public 
school system in Natchez. Since no Natchez 
school was named for this public spirited 
citizen, it was decided to name the library 
for him. 

Fisk Public Library is today hardly 
recognizable as the library to which the 
Mississippi Library Commission’s first pur- 
chased bookmobile made its maiden voyage. 

The library and its friends celebrated 
National Library Week with ceremonies ap- 
propriate to their Diamond Jubilee. 


“Liberty can be maintained,” said Saxton 
Bradford of the United States Information 
Agency, “only by posing a power stronger 
than the threat that is opopsed to liberty. 
The printed word has tremendous influence 
on civilization; look at the influence the 
Bible has had, for example. The printed 
word is the very stuff of power.” 
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REFERENCE SERVICE TO ADULTS 


An In-Service Training Project 








SCHOOL BELLS rang for forty-five Mississippi librarians on January 20. A five-day in- 
service training class got underway on that day, with Miss S. Metella Williams of the 
Louisiana State University Library School as teacher. Reference service to adults, with 
emphasis on using the total book collection, was the “unit” covered by the participants 


from throughout the state. (See story on next page.) 


(Next Page) 
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(From Page 25) 


It was an eager and enthusiastic group 
that gathered at the Mississippi Library 
Commission January 20-24 for in-service 
training classes in reference taught by Miss 
S. Metella Williams of the Louisiana State 
University Library School. 

The realization was much more than the 
anticipation! 

It was a little crowded with 45 puplis 
seated in a space which normally seats 
only 30 persons well, but no one seemed 
to mind it one whit. Classes were that 
interesting and the air of camaraderie so 
satisfying. 

For five days, Miss Williams led the 
group in learning how to use books and 
other materials from the library’s total col- 
lection for the purpose of helping adults 
find facts and materials. Their reaction to 
her enthusiasm and her human approach to 
library service was almost as valuable as 
actually learning about books, according to 
comments by a number of participants. 

This workshop was the second in a series 
of in-service training projects planned by 
the Mississippi Library Commission. Such a 
program is made possible by funds received 
from the Library Services Act. Financial 
assistance was offered to all library per- 
sonnel in the state who wished to take 
advantage of this opportunity. Certificates 
of recognition were awarded by the Com- 
mission to those taking part in the classes. 





Attending the workshop were: Mrs. 
Beatrice Reynolds, Leland; Mrs. Julia M. 
Jones, Greenwood; Dorothy Hayes, Green- 
wood; Mrs. Sara D. Dickson, Charleston: 
Mrs. James C. Moore, Greenville; Mrs, 
Louise B. Meek, Grenada; Betty Ferrer, 
Pascagoula; Mrs. C. E. Edmonson, Pasca- 
goula; Mrs. Mary A. Cadow, Meridian; Mrs. 
Edith K. Loper, Meridian; Mrs. Halle 
Crisler, Clarksdale; Joyce Howell, Corinth; 
Bettie Galyean, Corinth; Harold Jaudon, 
Hernando; Mrs. Jessie Oakes, Hernando; 
Mrs. Lucile Robison, Hernando; Mrs. John 
Ed King, West Point; Sara Whitten, Acker- 
man; Mrs. Mary Ella Miller, Hazlehurst: 
Mrs. Jessie B. Pounders, Monticello; Mrs. 
Dorothy Cotten, Brookhavern; Mrs. Bertha 
B. Smith, Brookhaven; Grace McMillan, 
Wesson; Mrs. T. V. Rush, Hazlehurst; Mrs. 
Elsie Ruth Davis, Hazlehurst; Georgie Mc- 
Intyre, Durant; Mrs. Delmus Harden, Ful- 
ton; Mrs. T. V. Beacham, Canton; Mrs. 
Corrie Mitchell, Forest; Mrs. Rubye Craig, 
Forest; Mrs. Marie Croswell, Philadelphia; 
Mrs. Maxine McNeill, Louisville; Mrs. Doris 
Suber, Louisville; Mrs. Mildred J. Richerson, 
Kosciusko; Mrs. Louis Piazza, Vicksburg; 
Mrs. Billy Pettway, Vicksburg; Mrs. Vashti 
Hedderick, Holly Springs; Mrs. C. G. Gates, 
Picayune; Mrs. W. E. Everett, Flowood; 
Charles Williams, Raymond; Mrs. Samuel 
S. Everett, Clinton; Mrs. Harrison P. St. 
John, Brooksville; Mrs. Georgie Wolverton, 
Sebastopol; Mrs. Gilbreath Neill, Brandon; 
Maude Turner, Magee. 








Colonial Book Service 
Specialists in supplying the out-of- 
print books as listed in all Library In- 
dices (Granger Poetry; Essay and 
General Literature; Shaw; Standard; 
Fiction; Biography; Lamont Cata- 
logue; Speech, etc... .) 


Want Lists Invited 


23 EAST FOURTH STREET 
NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 


















MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY NEWS 


er- 
‘st; 


tha 
an, 
Irs. 
Ic- 
ul- 
Irs. 


ia; 
ris 


rg; 
hti 
es, 
rd; 
1el 
St. 
Qn, 
yn; 








nce 


LILLYE D. HARDING 


Teacher of the Year for Mississippi 


Gulfport High School Faculty 


A Mississippi school librarian was elected 
this year as Mississippi's entry in the McCall 
Magazine-sponsored Teacher of the Year 
recognition—Lillye D. Harding, librarian of 
Gulfport High School. Although Miss Hard- 
ing was not the national winner, she has 
enjoyed many rewards for having been 
selected as Mississippi's Teacher of the Year, 
and her work at Gulfport reflects the best 
type of librarianship—teaching with books. 
McCall Magazine says of her: “She makes 
the library a convergent area for the whole 
school. She compiles 
with wisdom, imagination, and orderly 


reference materials 
method; orients students in intelligent use 
of library resources; and generates enthu- 
siasm for reading and research.” 

Nominated from the Gulfport City School 
System for the honor, Miss Harding is 
distinguished for her “solid durability, a 
of humor, brilliant ad- 
ministrative ability, and a continuous out- 
pouring of devotion, interest and enthusiasm 
for children.” 

For 31 of her 44 years of successful 
teaching experience Miss Harding has been 
librarian at Gulfport High School, in which 
role from year to year she enlightens the 
entire student body on the wonders of the 
written word. 


contagious sense 


She is apt and able in interpreting needs 
and anticipating the desires of students, 
having made the library at once a retreat 
for reflection, a tower of truth, a temple 
for quiet reverie and a treasury of the col- 
lected wisdom of mankind. The library, the 
convergent area of Gulfport High School, 
personifies Miss WHarding’s traits of 
character. It attracts. It is bright, pleasant 
and scholarly. In this domain it is Miss 
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Harding’s opportunity to emphasize quality 
in reading material, to make promptly avail- 
able resources and references, to aid in the 
search for understanding, to discipline with 
a quiet word and a smile in her firm in- 
sistence on maintaining a studious environ- 
One “She 
enthusiasm for study and reading.” Another 
commented appreciately, “She’s approach- 
able. We like to tell her what we want.” 


ment. student said, generates 


The faculty affirms, “She compiles materials 
with imagination, thoroughness and orderly 
method.” The enquiring public observes, 
“She enjoys helping.” In one comprehensive 
word her family concedes, “She’s amazing.” 

Miss Harding's sponsorship of the Library 
Club is a superb example of teaching at its 
best. Student librarians plan their year’s 
activities, practice democratic principles in 
electing their members to office, participate 
in school affairs in manning the concession 
booth during basketball season, convene 
with other student librarians in regional and 
state meetings and set examples of excel- 
lence in citizenship through attitudes, 
academic achievement and team work. The 
club’s annual trip to the Mississippi Capitol 
is planned in detail for the maximum in 
enrichment and entertainment. 

Further evidence of her abiilty and of 
her eagerness to teach in and beyond the 
school is the fact that 
graduate students and adult citizens con- 
knowledge for 


college students, 


tinue to canvass her vast 
information and inspiration long after they 


graduate from Gulfport High School. 


(Next Page) 














(From Page 27 


Miss Harding holds three degrees, a B.S. 
from Mississippi Southern College, a B.S. 
in Library Science from George Peabody 
College for Teachers, and an M.A. degree 
from Peabody. She is a member of thie Mis- 
sissippi Library Association, the American 
Library Association, the National Education 
Association, the Mississippi Education As- 
sociation, the Gulfport Parent Teachers As- 
sociation, the Gulfport Teachers Association, 
the American Association of University 
Women, and of Delta Kappa Gamma, 
honorary society for women educators. Her 
active membership in the First Baptist 
Church has included participation in the 
choir, Business Women’s Missionary Union 
and work with the nursery. In each of 
these organizations she has held places of 
leadership. Her favorite church activity is 
supervising the nursery on Sundays, her 
lap affording an ample sanctuary for the 
babies of children of children she has taught. 


More than a hobby is Miss Harding’s 
compassionate interest in people and her 
habit of conveying through notes and cards 
of congratulations, consolation, recognition 
and encouragement the fact that she cares. 

Through wide traveling she has gained 
a wide capacity for appreciation. 

She ardently and actively supports affairs 
of community culture and can shake her 
finger at the Mayor as vigorously as she 
can shake his hand. 

Miss Harding likes to sing and no one 
is surprised when she breaks the stillness 
of the library with the sound of song. 

Miss Harding is artistic and creative. She 
designs and fashions many of her own 
clothes. 


Do you wonder about the beautiful 
engagement ring you see as you watch her 
graceful hands at work? There was a 
romance long ago, but her fiance was 
claimed by death before he could claim 
his bride. Then you see that the diamond 
gleams no more brilliantly than the sparkle 
in her eyes or the sprightly lilt of her voice. 


The major and minor disasters which 
would enervate ordinary mortals generate 
in Miss Harding a radiant manifestation of 
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good will, graciousness and Godliness. Some- 
thing of her empathy for children and her 
glorious sense of humor was revealed last 
year when Miss Harding, visiting in Nash- 
ville, suffered a broken leg in a fall just 
before the opening of school. Her message 
to her superintendent said in part, “I'll be 
in my place when school starts. I may be 
in a wheel chair, but I'll be there—and 
since it was the only available hospital 
space I finally made it to the maternity 
ward!” 


Miss Harding, by her many faceted per- 
sonality, her prayer-induced power, her 
enormous productivity through work that 
is planned and purposeful, epitomizes all 
that is great in a teacher, for indeed it is 
from the human soul rather than from a 
course or curriculum that students and 
hence the world community derive their 
virtues and values. 








BUYING BOUND-TO-STAY- 
BOUND PREBOUND BOOKS is like 
buying an insurance policy to protect 
your budget — just because you get 
so much more for your money. 


More and more school su- 
perintendents, purchasing agents and 
librarians are discovering this truth 
daily which accounts for the ever- 
increasing demand for BOUND-TO- 
STAY-BOUND PREBOUND BOOKS. 


Available in over 16000 
popular juveniles titles — most for 
immediate delivery. Send for catalog 
and special lists today. 


* tre. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
“BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND™ PREBOUND 800KS 


JACKSONVILLE, RUYNOKS 
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REPORT FROM THE REGIONS 


Region V 

Hardy Junior High School, Jackson, will 
play host for the spring meeting of Region 
V of the student library assistants, accord- 
ing to the president, Bruce Jayne of Forest 
Hill High School. The date has been set 
for Saturday, April 26. Problems to be dis- 
cussed at the session are book repair and 
mending. 

Region VII 

Pascagoula Library Club extended an 
invitation to the student library assistants 
and the school librarians of Region VII for 
the spring meeting held on Saturday, March 
]. Registration was scheduled from 9:30 to 
10:00 in the morning. 

Miss Alice Hamer, State Library Super- 
visor, was at the meeting to talk about 
scholarships and the advantage of being a 
student librarian. 

New officers and an adult sponsor were 
elected. The meeting was adjourned at 
noon, when each student ate his lunch 
which he had brought with him. 

Groups interested in visiting points of 
interest in Pascagoula were invited on a 
tour conducted by student librarians in 
Pascagoula. 


Region VIII 


On November 9, 1957, the Region VIII 
meeting of library assistants and librarians 
met at New Albany High School. The fol- 
lowing schools were represented: Hickory 
Flat Consolidated, Pine Grove High School, 
Booneville School, Baldwyn High School, 
Pontotoc High School, Center School, 
Myrtle School, Tippah Union School, New 
Albany High School. 

A member of the New Albany club pre- 
sented a talk on “The Origin of Books.” 

The guest speaker, Miss Alice Hamer, 
talked to the group on “The Value of Lib- 
rary Science.” 

Following Miss Hamer’s talk a panel dis- 
cussion on “Problems Library Clubs Face.” 
was held. 

At this meeting the need for a regional 
constitution was brought before the group. 
It was decided to propose a constitution 
similar to the state SLAM constitution but 
with certain changes: the secretary and the 
president may be from the same school; 
the sponsor and the vice-president may be 
from the same school. In addition, the of- 
fice of editor was added to the list of 


(Next Page) 





1111 South Peters St. 





THE NEW ORLEANS NEWS COMPANY 


Division of 
The American News Company, Inc. 
We Serve Southern Mississippi, Including Jackson, 


Meridian and Vicksburg 
Wholesale Distributors of Books for 90 Years 


Prompt and Individual Book Service to Libraries 


Subscriptions to a!l Magazines and Periodicals handled 
with expedition. 


New Orleans, La. 
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(From Page 29) 


officers. This office was needed, the group 
decided, to edit a regional newspaper to 
be published twice a year before the 
regional meetings. It was suggested that 
each school study the state constitution and 
send any ideas they have for changes to 
the editor of the paper, Tommy Marshbanks 
of New Albany. 

Barbara Wood of Center School was ap- 
pointed by the president to serve as vice- 
president for the remainder of the year 
because the former vice-president, Barbara 
Ridge, had moved to Chicago. 

Center School asked for the spring meet- 
ing to be held at their school. 

Region VIV 

Student library assistants of Region VIV 
met at Jefferson Military College in Wash- 
ington on November 19, 1957 for their 
regular regional meeting. Approximately 75 
persons were present. 

Bulletin boards were the order of the 
day at the meeting. 

The invocation was given by Captain A. 
N. Abercrombie, with Admiral Marcy Dupre 
giving the welcome. Miss Alice Hamer, 
State Library Supervisor, gave a few re- 
marks about bulletin boards and their uses. 
A film telling what the library can mean 
to a school and giving suggestions for 
“running” a library was shown by Mr. John 
Caudill, librarian of the Washington school. 
Miss Barnell then talked on bulletin boards 
and materials useful in making them. Mrs. 
Carl E. Wilson of Crosby showed some 
slides of attractive bulletin boards used 
at her school. 

After a short break for delicious refresh- 
ments there were separate meetings for 
student assistants and librarians, where new 
officers for each group were elected for 
the coming year and matters of business 
were discussed. 

The meeting was informative and was 
thoroughly enjoyed by everyone present. 


Gaylord has introduced a new multi-copy 
overdue notice form. “By using these 
notices, one typing operation gives you 
three forms: white reminder notice, yellow 
second notice, and pink third notice or 
library record.” 
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MISS ZAIDEE NIELD, 
BELOVED TEACHER 


Miss Zaidee Nield, beloved teacher of 
Vicksburg, passed away in December, 1957. 
after an illness of several weeks. She was 
72. 

Miss Zaidee, as she was affectionately 
known, was teacher and librarian in the 
Vicksburg schools for 50 years before her 
retirement several years ago. On the oc- 
casion of her retirement she was tendered 
a reception when scores of former pupils 
and her many friends paid tribute to her 
long and outstanding service to Mississippi's 
schools. 

Retirement did not retire Miss Zaidee. 
She continued to maintain an active interest 
in school activities, the Old Courthouse 
Museum, and the Warren County Historical 
Society. She was an active member of the 
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. 

For many years, Miss Nield worked in 
the Vicksburg Public Library during the 
summers and at nights. 

She worked diligently in all her activities 
to encourage good reading among children 
During her years of teaching, she devoted 
much time to the welfare of the less privi- 
leged children. She gave all children under- 
standing and sympathetic help. 


PAY UP! Mississippi Library Association 
dues are due now. Send your 1958 dues 
($2.00) to Alan Skelton, Research Center 
Library, U. S. Army Engineer Waterways 
Experiment Station, Vicksburg. 


Maria Person’s “Library Keynotes’ 
column in The Dixie Guide for January 
1958, takes Charlie McCarthy to task for 
having said on one occasion that the trouble 
with the modern generation is that they 
con’t spend enough time in libraries. She 
reports that during the Christmas holidays, 
college students visited the library in such 
numbers as to keep all chairs in use most 
of the time. 
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THE SPECIALTY OF THE HOUSE 


Mrs. Ruth D. Scharr, Base Librarian 


Keesler Air Force Base 


(This is the third in a series of three 
articles on Mississippi's special libraries. 
Material on legal libraries was not avail- 
able.) 

In a day and age when we are all be- 
coming increasingly aware of the impor- 
tance of science, the incredible strides be- 
ing made by modern medicine, and the 
great need for clear and just laws and the 
proper interpretation of the laws now in 
existence, there can be little doubt of the 
importance of our third group of special 
libraries, the legal, medical, technical group. 
To the best of our knowledge, this group 
is represented in Mississippi by the Missis- 
sippi State Board of Health Library in 
Jackson, Miss Louise Williams, Librarian; 
the Roland Medical Library, University of 
Mississippi Medical School, Miss Irene Gra- 
ham, Librarian; the State Law Library, 
Jackson, Mrs. Julia Starnes, Librarian; the 
Research Center Library, Waterways Ex- 
periment Station, Vicksburg, Mr. Alan 
Skelton, Librarian; and the Masonite Corpo- 
ration Library, Laurel, Mrs. Evelyn Jack- 
son, Librarian. 

As the State of Mississippi Department 
of Archives and History and the Lauren 
Rogers Library and Museum of Art contri- 
bute to cultural advancement in the state, 
and the libraries of Group II provide cul- 
tural, technical, legal, and medical service 
for those who have given and are giving 
some of the best years of their lives to mili- 
tary service to safeguard the American way 
of life, so this third group contributes 
primarily to the advancement and improve- 
ment of this same life in our own state. 

Technical libraries have developed rapidly 
during the past few years and have become 
a vital part of research development and 
the advancement of science. Much of the 
spade work for the scientists can be done 
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by technical librarians, and their services 
are more and more in demand. What Mr. 
Alan Skelton, Head, Research Center Lib- 
rary, U. S. Army Engineer Waterways Ex- 
periment Station, Vicksburg, has to say of 
his library is typical of the work of this 
highly specialized group. 

“The Research Center Library is a special 
engineering library serving all Corps of 
Engineers offices in the subject matter fields 
peculiar to the Waterways Experiment Sta- 
tion: soil mechanics, hydraulics, concrete, 
flexible related 
fields. The accessioned collection numbers 


pavements, and certain 
some 38,000 items. The material includes 
photostats, separates, and manuscripts, as 
well as 4,800 cloth bound books.” 

In the technical library the card catalog 
is of great importance, and in the Research 
Center Library a modified Library of Con- 
gress classification system and a_ subject 
heading list developed locally are used. 
There are some 1,400 subject headings, sub- 
divisions, and cross references presently in 
use. More than 146,000 reference cards are 
in the catalog, hundreds carrying brief 
abstracts. Each month some 400 items are 
cataloged and approximately 2,000 cards are 
added. 

“A tremendous amount of reference and 
bibliographical work is done at the Re- 
search Center Library, most of it conducted 
by telephone, messenger, and letter service. 
Statistics on the number of these requests 
prove little, for some searches and some 
bibliographies take weeks; others, only a 
few minutes. Then in addition to the 
specific requests for service, the Library 
attempts to call to the attention of engineer 
specialists at the Waterways Experiment 
Station new material in their fields of in- 
terest.” 

(Next Page) 
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U. S. ARMY ENGINEER WATERWAYS EXPERIMENT STATION, Research Center 


Library, Vicksburg, is adequately equipped for the tremendous amount of reference and 


research service demanded of it. 


(From Page 31) 


The 1957 figures are not available as 
this goes to press, but “the Research Center 
Library, in 1956, provided services, refer- 
ence, bibliographie, and/or circulation, to 
52 Corps of Engineers offices. Presently, 
material is on loan to 41 different offices. 
The number of times an individual office 
has made use of the library’s services is 
not reflected. We have also assisted one or 
more times 150 other government agencies, 
companies, universities, and _ individuals 
throughout the country. Material was on 
loan during the calendar year in 41 states, 
District of Columbia, Alaska, and in 6 
foreign countries.” 

Thus we see that a technical library is 
indeed a busy place, useful not only to the 
organization it was primarily established to 
serve, but also influential in the dissemina- 
tion of technical information and knowledge 
throughout the world. 
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Let us now take a look at the medical 
libraries. Miss Louise Williams of the State 
Board of Health Library writes: 

“There are several different ty pes of 
medical libraries, although services and ulti- 
mate goals are basically the same for all 
A research institution must maintain a work- 
ing collection as complete as possible cov- 
ering its special field. The small hospital 
library needs an up-to-date working collec- 
tion of the standard works relating to 
clinical medicine, surgery, nursing, dietetics 
and hospital management for the use of 
its staff. The medical and dental school 
libraries must have a wide range of texts, 
monographs and journals for the instruction 
of students. Special attention must also be 
given to the need for adequate facilities 
for teaching and for research. Another type 
library is the medical society library, which 
serves its members and sometimes the 
general public within a given area. The 
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public health library attempts to have a 
good collection of working tools for the 
guidance of public health workers, a practi- 
cal coverage of the general medical litera- 
ture for the reference use of physicians, 
dentists, and allied professions; and finally 
an extensive collection of authoritative 
books on health and disease written pri- 
marily for the layman to advance know- 
ledge on health care and protection. 


“It is not often realized how much help 
the State Board of Health’s Library is 
equipped to give and how rich it is in re- 
sources bearing upon the State’s medical 
and public health development. Begun some 
twenty years ago, a very useful collection 
of about twenty thousand volumes of 
scientific books and periodicals has been 
developed to service the vital health pro- 
gram of the State. When I use the term 
“health” I use it in its broadest sense 
for not only do we lend materials which 
will help our public health workers to carry 
on their activities, but we lend to all allied 
health professions of the State, compile 
bibliographies and select references on sub- 
jects requested. In addition to serving the 
health professions of the State, the Library 
gives much assistance to laymen. It has an 


excellent range of books and journals 
written in non-technical language to assist 
this group. Students in great number, at- 
torneys, teachers, court stenographers, fea- 
ture writers and others look to this library 
constantly for help. 

“Our collection contains a good cross- 
section of the medical, public health and 
allied scientific literature published in the 
19th and 20th centuries, with the exception 
of foreign language material. About 232 
periodicals are currently received and there 
are complete sets of many of the important 
titles. 

“Much attention has been given to col- 
lecting as many items as possible bearing 
upon Mississippi's medical and public health 
history. There are complete files of the 


State Medical Association’s Transactions, 
State Board of Health Reports and 
similar material. The collection is fairly 


rich in biographical and historical material 
and contains many of the classics described 
in such works as Garrison and Morton’s 
Medical Bibliography, An Annotated Check 
List Of Texts Illustrating The History Of 
Medicine. 


(Next Page) 
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(From Page 33) 


“If we would derive the greatest fruits 
from our efforts and the greatest satisfaction 
from our work, it behooves each of us to 
try tc keep up with what is going on. The 
Libary is the logical place to study and 
compare. By helping to keep the health 
professions abreast of current developments 
and modern technics, the Library makes 
a real contribution to improve public 
health and medical practice. It goes without 
saying that the surface has hardly been 
scratched in putting to work the vast know- 
ledge which has been developed to add to 
man’s health and happiness. Through the 
Library, there is opportunity to partially 
bridge the gap 
and what is actually applied. 


between what is known 


“A library is vital to progress in any 


institution but it has special significance 


when it is a medical and public health 
library dedicated to keeping the professions 


informed on new developments relating to 


protection against disease ard promotion of 
health. Search must be continuous for ways 
to improve present methods of health care 
The library eliminates much wastefulnes; 
by making accessible needed tools with 
which to work. In an era when research 
holds the key to innumerable unsolved 
clinical and public health problems, a lib. 
rary such as this assumes a role of increas. 
ing importance. It must be equipped at all 
times to provide the latest information ®n 
any development of health significance 
From this, it is obvious that the State Board 
of Health Library is a highly specialized 
type of library, one whose primary objective 
is the prevention of disease and the pro- 
motion of health. 

“Public health achievement has resulted 
from cooperative effort and a team spirit 
Future programs calls for a continuation of 
this spirit. There is great need for integra- 
tion of effort and strengthening of relation- 
ships on the part of all professions working 
toward one common goal. No thoughtful 


MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH Librarian Louise Williams looks for 
information to fill the library’s many requests from staff employees and others. 
Photo by Edythe McGraw, JACKSON ADVERTISER 
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person can fail to be concerned over the 
new public health problems posed as more 
and more people reach middle and old 
age. As renewed attacks are made on such 
problems as heart disease, cancer, nephritis, 
diabetes, great care must be taken to hold 
the line on gains already made. The Library 
can give helpful direction and increased 
understanding of the problems that exist 
to those who explore the literature. It is 
the logical place for all health professions 
and community agencies to start in joining 
efforts for effective team work in solving 
these problems. 

“The State Board of Health Library has 
long had a close bond with libraries the 
world over which are dedicated to the 
promotion of health and the alleviation of 
disease and suffering. It is a real satis- 
faction to be represented among the special 
libraries of the State—law, art, agricultural, 
archives, technological, as well as medical 
libraries-to make more effective our con- 
tribution to the 
united effort.” 


State’s advancement by 


Thus in our various ways our special 
libraries serve. We each emphasize our own 
special subjects, are designed to serve our 
own special clientele, but always we remain 
a part of the library world, dedicated to 
the same purpose as all libraries, striving 
to do our part “for a better read, better 
informed America.” 


Pay Association dues for 1958. Send $2.00 
to Alan Skelton, Research Center Library, 
U. S. Army Engineer Waterways Experi- 
ment Station, Vicksburg. 


East and West can now meet for the 
first time in history on terms “other than 
conquest and exploitation,” Professor Ahmen 
Shah Bokhari, Under-secretary for Public 
Information of the United Nations, told 
participants at the opening general session 
of the National Book Committee’s Second 
Conference on American Books Abroad, 
held at Arden House, Harriman, New York, 


on October 31 and November 1, 1957. 
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BUY YOUR PREBOUND BOOKS 
from 


FOLLETT LIBRARY BOOK CO. 


@ Colorful Bindings 
@ Bound to last the 
life of the book 


@ Prompt shipments 
@ Future dating on 
invoices, if desired 


Are you on our mailing list? 


Follett Library 


Book Company 


1018 W. Washington Blvd. 
Chicago 7, Illinois 








“The free world currently is losing the 
“Battle of the Books,” according to the 
Director of the United States Information 
Agency. But he expressed the belief that 
the West, with its tradition of humanism, 
will win in the long run. “But to win,” 
he said, “we will need to spend the same 
kind of money for books that is now being 
spent for bullets if we are to win against 
a totalitarianism that can turn on money 
pipelines immediately, whether for books or 
for Sputnik.” 
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MLA, Clarksdale Meeting . . . . Trustee Section, Discussion Groups. 


The leader and reporter for each trustee discussion group were: Table 1, Mrs. Eugenia 
Hudson, Olive Branch, leader and Mrs. L. O. Crosby, Jr., Picayune, reporter; Table 3, 
Mrs. Hazel Shelton, Oxford, leader and Miss Manie Berry, Tupelo, reporter; Table 5, Mrs. 
Velma Taylor, formerly of Holly Springs, leader. and Mrs. Marie Kennedy, Jackson, re- 
porter; Table 4, Mrs. Lura Currier, Jackson, leader and reporter; Table 2, Dan Kelly, 
Greenwood, leader and Miss Dorothy Hayes, reporter; not pictured, Table 6 with Mrs. 
Francis Furr of Pontotoc as leader and reporter. 

Mrs. C. C. Clark’s article in the Adult Education section of this issue (see following page) 
deals with these discussion groups. 
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At the Trustees Section of the MLA Convention in Clarksdale 
October 1957, six discussion groups followed the symposium, 
“How Do We Develop the Kind of Libraries We Want?” (See 
December issue of MLN for summary.) Each group had a 
leader and a reporter. The following article is taken from the 
reporters’ notes and gives a sampling of questions and result- 
ing group opinions. 


Group No. 1 “The Function and Service 
of the Public Library” was led by Mrs. 
Eugenia Hudson of Olive Branch and re- 
prted by Mrs. L. O. Crosby, Jr. of 
Picayune. 

Q. Does the library fully recognize itself 
as an educational institution? 

A. No. In general, librarians, trustees 
and patrons are not aware of the possibilities 
of the public library as an educational ser- 
vice for the entire community. 

Q. The library gives the people what they 
want. Suppose people seem to want 
mysteries, light love stories, etc. What do 
you do? 

A. The library is there to give people 
what they want, but it has a further re- 
sponsibility. It must cultivate reading taste, 
educate youth to worthwhile reading and 
influence people to elevate their “wants.” 
Such an undertaking is a joint responsibility 
of the librarian and the trustee, with the 
librarian taking the lead. 

Q. How can the community be made 
aware of the library’s service? 
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A. Devices such as posters, news articles, 
book programs before clubs, library week 
celebrations, reading programs, story hours, 
films and the like are within themselves 
ways to inform the public, but at best they 
are only means to an end. The end is 
to get the individual into the library itself 
and sign him up as a user. Some libraries 
occasionally invite businessmen to a “coffee 
hour” and at that time have a “for men 
only” display of books. 

Q. What is the library’s responsibility to 
organizations and community groups? 

A. The job of the library does not end 
with its service to the individual but in- 
cludes also its services to individuals work- 
ing in groups. This is an untapped source 
of public library service and should be ex- 
panded, for it is a vital service if the 
library is the educational institution we con- 
ceive it to be. 


(Next Page) 














(From Page 37) 


Group No. 2 “The Library Board Mem- 
ber and the Board Meeting” was led by D. 
K. Kelly of Greenwood and reported by 
Miss Dorothy Hayes of Greenwood. 

Q. What are some personal qualifications 
for trustees? 

A. Availability and time; knowledge of 
the community and the library, their needs 
and potentialities; community standing and 
acceptance. It is wise to have at least one 
businessman on the board. 

"Q. Is a board justified in making recom- 
mendations for board appointments to the 
appointing authorities? 

A. Yes. Many boards recommend three 
or more names for an appointment. Such 
procedure is justified because the board is 
more aware of qualifications than appoint- 
ing bodies; it prevents political appoint- 
ments; and appointing bodies are usually 
relieved and grateful for the recommenda- 
tions. 

Q. Should the term of a trustee be 
limited? 

A. Yes and No. Some felt that if you 
have a good member, keep him; others 
that a turnover acquaints more people 
with the library and its problems and ser- 
vices, thus building up a group of under- 
standing and cooperative citizens in the 
community. 

Q. Should the chairmanship of the board 
be rotated? 

A. Again yes and no. A wise, well- 
informed president is invaluable and should 
be treasured. Yet the president has more 
responsibility and the very nature of his 
job demands that he have more knowledge 
of library service. Rotating allows many to 
become better informed. 

Q. How can the 
be dealt with? 

A. Other board members tell him of his 
obligations; see that he is informed about 
his responsibilities. Usually a well-informed 


disinterested member 


person is an interested one; by-laws could 
contain a section setting down certain re- 
quirements. If all fail, ask him to resign. 
(Librarian’s comment: “Who will bell the 
cat?) 

Q. What makes a good board meeting? 
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A. One conducted in a business-like man. 
ner; have an agenda to speed things up and 
to guarantee that all important items be 
considered; keep tone informal with an 
atmosphere of people working together 
rather than one person “telling” the others 

Q. What is the place of the librarian in 
the board meeting? 

A. Prepares agenda (members are free to 
suggest items for the agenda and are urged 
to do so.); acts as secretary; carries out the 
policies of the board; transmits information 
about administration problems, community 
interests—in other words, the librarian jis 
the resource person for the board. 

Group No. 3 “Larger Units of Service” 
was led by Mrs. Hazel Shelton of Oxford 
and reported by Miss Manie Berry of 
Tupelo. There was a concensus of opinion 
regarding the following: 

1. Larger units of service is the only 
method by which every one (low income 
and all) could hope to have library service. 

2. Such a plan utilizes the natural ad- 
vantages of roads and follows other accept- 
able patterns, such as public health service 
with nurse supervision for two or more 
counties and junior colleges serving and 
supported by moer than one county. 

3. The parent (or organized county 
should not have to lower its standard of 
service to extend services to other counties 
Safeguards should be made so that the 
county around which extended service is 
built also benefits by the merging. 

4. Citizen interest must come first and 
then the multi-county service must be ac- 
cepted by the boards of supervisors in- 
volved. 

5. Such a system, like most library ser- 
vice, cannot hope to give all the sevices 
that make good library service at the start 

Group No. 4 “The Library Law and 
Local Library Policy” was led and reported 
by Mrs. Lura G. Currier, Director of the 
Library Commission. The group examined 
the good features of the Mississippi library 
law, which is one of the model laws in the 
country. 

Discussed at length was the serious in- 
adequacy of the library law as it relates 
to the matter of city and county joining 
together to erect a library building. The 
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only places where this has happened are 
places where local and private legislation 
has been passed permitting such. General 
permissive legislation is needed at this point 
but will require a great deal of study. It 
was suggested that a committee be set up 
to make such a study. 

"The Library Services Act was discussed 
and emphasis was given to the commend- 
able lack of interference from the Federal 
Government in the handling of the funds. 

Group No. 5 “Good Public Relations and 
Staff-Trustee Relations” was led by Mrs. 
Velma Taylor of Holly Springs and reported 
by Mrs. Marie J. Kennedy of Jackson. 

Q. How can the trustee determine the 
needs and interests of people in the com- 
munity? 

4. A good library board is a sounding 
board, alert to comments by individuals, to 
club and community activities and com- 
munity news, quick to evaluate ,community 
happenings and interpret from this evalua- 
tion the needs they indicate. All this re- 
quires a sincere and keen interest on the 
part of the board member. 

Q. To whom should the trustee interpret 
the library? 

A. To people with whom he or she comes 
in contact, to contributing governing boards, 
to legislators, to clubs, etc. 


Q. How can the Mississippi Library Com- 
mission aid in public relations? 


A. By lending trained staff personnel; by 
evaluating library service and administra- 
tion with suggestions for improvement; by 


conducting special programs and in-service 


training. 

Q. What is the role of the individual 
board member in public relations? 

A. Sets up the needed policies for ad- 
ministration and hires qualified personnel; 
listens for criticism and helps smooth out 
misunderstandings; always sees that the 
library benefits from constructive criticism; 
cooperates with staff and other members 
of the board. 

Q. What is the difference between policy 
and administration? 

A. Library policy is defined procedure 
for the management of the library. Ad- 
ministration is the of the 
with 


management 


library by and in accordance these 
policies. 
Q. What responsibilities toward the staff 


do the trustees have? 


A. The establishment of fair policies with 
just consideration of the staff as well as the 
public they serve, plus a check to see that 
policies set up by the board are being 
carried out. The board can interpret to 
the staff public certain staff 


procedures. When delegating responsibility, 


reaction to 


be sure it is accompanied by the necessary 
authority for its accomplishment. 

Group No. 6 “Financing the Library and 
the Library Services Act” was led and re- 
ported by Mrs. Francis Furr of Pontotoc. 


Q. What can the board member do to 
increase financial support for the library? 


(Next Page) 
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(From Page 39) 


A. The first step is to give the best 
possible service with what the library has 
to work. When that has been done 
governing authorities who appropriate lib- 
rary funds may be approached with no 
apologies. 

Q. Is there a sort of “pattern” for spend- 
ing the library’s money? 

A. Yes. Library budgets are worked out 
on a flexible percentage basis, with each 
library’s particular problems taken into ac- 
count. 

Q. How is the Library Services Act help- 
ing the library development program in 
Mississippi? 

A. In the past the Library Commission 
has been able to give consultant service in 





the establishment of new libraries but has 
had no funds to put into such a venture. 
Funds received under the Library Services 
Act have enabled the Commission to help 
finance new libraries. 

Q. How have libraries other than the 
newly developed areas benefited from the 
Library Services Act? 

A. The Library Commission has bought 
new equipment to give new services to all 
libraries—a photostat machine, an emboso- 
graf machine, a new station wagon. Addi- 
tional personnel to work out in the state 
have been employed. Forty persons were 
assisted in attending an in-service training 
workshop at the University. A book selec- 
tion conference to work out a basic booklist 
for Mississippi public libraries was held at 
the Commission’s offices. 





Six states are now grant areas in ALA’s Library-Community Project. This is ad- 
ministered by the Office of Adult Education of ALA. Applications for grants will again 


be considered late this spring. 





Mr. Daniel K. Kelly of Greenwood, Chairman of MLA’s Scholarship Committee will 
have a report of the committee’s activities in time for the June issue of MLN. 





The Children’s Services Division of the American Library Association has issued 
its first annual list of “Notable Childen’s Books,” (formally called “Distinguished Children’s 
Books”), which includes 29 titles seelcted from among children’s books published in 1957. 











CHARLES M. GARDNER AND COMPANY 
offers 


MISSI_SIPPI LIBRARIES 
e The finest selection of prebound books for young readers 
e Semi-annual sales of cloth bound juveniles offered at special low prices 
e Efficient, courteous and quick service 
Represented by 
Joseph S. Bruns 


CHARLES M. GARDNER AND CO. 
SCRANTON 9, PA. 
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EVERYTHING 


You can be sure of completely 
integrated library services and a 
functional arrangement of furnish- 
ings when you plan with Library 
Bureau. Only we make everything 
for your library needs — from the 
smallest item of supply to the 
latest in equipment and furniture. 

Every phase of your operations 
will get careful consideration, for 
our Capacity to serve you has been 


Remington. Fland 


DIVISION OF SPERRY RAND CORPORATION 
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FRADEMARK 


built over 81 years of successful 
relations in the library field. 

No less important is the wealth 
of experience we pass on to you 
in consultations with our trained 
specialists located throughout the 
country. Whether you are plan- 
ning, remodeling or simply rear- 
ranging your library, or if you just 
want to discuss your present facil- 
ities, we welcome your call. 


2216 Sth Avenue N., Birmingham 3, Ala. 
341 Madison Avenue, Memphis 3, Tenn. 


1711 St. Charles Ave, New Orleans 13, La. 
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It’s News To Me 


Hallie Chism is the new chairman of the 
School Library Section of the Association. 
She replaces Sue Coltharp, who resigned 
for reasons of health. 

Twin sons, Michael Rosser and David 
Beeman, were born to Mr. and Mrs. Rosser 
Wall on January 23. Mrs. Wall (Norma 
Faye Beeman) is a cataloger at the Uni- 
versity of Mississippi, and chairman of the 
College Library Section of the Association. 

Greenwood-Leflore Public Library has 
recently used a bulletin board and display 
table to “push” the older and better novels 
which are so often ignored on the shelves. 
The bulletin board carries the words 
BOOKS YOU HAVE NEGLECTED. The 
book space is filled with good, not-too-new 
fiction. Librarian Dorothy Hayes reports 
that patrons check these books out so fast 
that replacements are constantly added. 

The Tombigbee Regional Library has 
opened a new branch at Nettleton. 

Harriette Person Memorial Library in 
Port Gibson is the proud owner of a copy 
of La Fontaine’s Fables, published in Paris 
in 1709 and an early edition of The 
Federalist, both the gifts of generous friends. 

A December event at the Biloxi Public 
Library was a lecture and demonstration 
of candle making by Mrs. J. Leary, who 
also demonstrated various arrangements of 
candles and seasonal greens. Mrs. Leary 
made not only the traditional form candles 
but also various many-hued flowers. 

Libary Service for patients of the North 
Mississippi Hospital was 
initiated in February by the Lee County 
Library, with the cooperation of the Hospi- 
tal Auxiliary. The service has already made 
a hit. 


Community 
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Roy Larson, President of TIME, INC., 
says, “Despite our efforts to make almost 
every kind of culture fashionable, promot- 
iag the written word is the one area where 


we have not done much of anything.” 


Mississippi librarians proudly welcome 
Eudora Welty to the ranks of librarianship 
since she has been chosen by Librarian of 
Corgress L. Quincy Mumford as one of 
six American writers to be appointed to 
serve the Library of Congress as Honorary 
Consultant in American Letters for the next 
three years. This appointment recognizes 
her as a literary critic as well as a literary 
of the first 
have noticed that no book on modern 


artist magnitude. Librarians 
American literature is complete nowadays 
without taking her work into consideration. 
A case in point is American Panorama, 
edited by Eric Larrabee, in which John 
Andrew Rice reviews Welty’s Selected 
Stories. 


No doubt many a thesis is being written 
about Miss Welty. Mrs. Neda Gresham Hill 
of Jackson is preparing a dissertation deal- 
ing with the poetic quality of her prose, and 
Mrs. Lena P. Jordan of State College is 
writing about her humorous side. 


Speaking of humor, in a letter to the 
News, Miss Welty reports an item from 
Nashville as follows: “David Lipscomb Col- 
lege drama department just did a play on a 
story of mine, ‘Why I Live at the P.O, 
which they wrote themselves, and it sound- 
ed from their report as if they had much 
fun.” In the interest of fun, no Mississippi 
library should be without the author’s own 
recording of this famous tale, plus “A Worn 
Path” and “A Memory”, published by 
Caedmon, 460 Fourth Ave., New York City. 
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==> MISSISSIPPI LIBRARIANS 
V Check The Following: 
V Certified Binding 

V Best Grades of Materials 


V Volumes Correctly Arranged 
V Prompt Delivery 


IF YOU ARE NOT RECEIVING ALL OF THE ABOVE 
FOR YOUR LIBRARY CHECK WITH THE 


TUSCALOOSA LIBRARY BINDERY 


P. O. Box 214 910 - 25th Ave. 
TUSCALOOSA, ALABAMA 
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DISTRIBUTORS OF BOOKS FOR ALL PUBLISHERS 


LARGEST STOCK OF TECHNICAL BOOKS IN THE SOUTH 


Representatives of 
WILCOX-FOLLETT LIBRARY BOUND BOOKS IN MISSISSIPPI 
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Combined with seeeoy 4 weeks delivery 
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NATIONAL LIBRARY BINDERY OF GEORGIA, INC. 
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